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Cuyahoga County Public Library

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE:




TO:
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SUBJECT:


PLEASE POST FOR ALL STAFF

In an effort to reduce unnecessary chemical spraying of any kind in our facilities and a further effort to be a more green organization, we are implementing a pest control management program called IPM (Integrated Pest Management). What this means is not only are we using more environmentally friendly ways of controlling unwanted pests in our facilities by the products we are using, we also will use a preventive maintenance program to try and eliminate the need for further pest control management. In some instances, we may send the cleaning company out prior to the exterminating company, to see if the area can just be cleaned. If unsuccessful, the exterminating will be called in. To explain further, this means that when the exterminating company comes out, they will ONLY use chemicals if the problem seems severe enough to do so. They would then report to Environmental Services Department the outcome of the visit by making recommendations on how to correct the problem (ex. eliminating food source, leaking pipes, chalking, etc.). We will follow up, as needed, with the branch, cleaning company, or maintenance department, the outcome of the inspection and what the recommendations are. The exterminator may use a form of bait traps or gels to rid the problem, but these forms of exterminating will not work as fast as the old way of spraying, but will take a couple of days to show an improvement. 

Please do not use any type of sprays to control the pest problem at your facility. Not only is this a danger to other employees, but also can harm the indoor air quality of the facility. 

This program has been a big success in many school districts, offices, hospitals, and libraries across the country and I strongly believe it can be a big success here as well.

 If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via e-mail. Also, I will be adding a link to our Environmental Services web page to further explain IEP from the EPA and any information pertaining to the process.
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