
 

Health Effects of 30 Commonly Used Lawn Pesticides  
A Beyond Pesticides/NCAMP Fact Sheet 

Pesticide Cancer Reproduc-
tive Effects 

Neuro-
toxicity 

Kidney / 
Liver Damage 

Endocrine 
Disruptor 

Sensitizer 
/ Irritant 

Birth 
Defects 

Insecticides        
Acephate POSSIBLE1 X2  X3   X2  
Carbaryl* LIKELY4 X5 X6 X2 X7 X2 X8 
Chlorpyrifos^  X8 X6 X9  X2 X8 

Dichlorvos (DDVP) POSSIBLE1, X10 X11 X2 X2  X2  
Malathion* SUGGESTIVE12 X8 X3 X2 SUSPECT13 X8 X14 
Trichlorfon  X2 X11 X2  X2 X2 

Herbicides        
Atrazine POSSIBLE1, X3 X6 X2 X2 KNOWN13 X2 X8 

Benfluralin* 
(Benefin) 

SUGGESTIVE12   X6  X15  

Bensulide   X6 X16 PROBABLE13 X2  
2,4-D* UNKNOWN17, 

X2 
X2 X14 X2 X7 X14 X2 

DSMA (Disodium 
Methanearsonate) 

POSSIBLE18 X18  X18  X18  

Dacthal (DCPA)* POSSIBLE1   X8  X15  
Dicamba* UNKNOWN17 X8 X8 X2  X2 X3 
Endothall    X2  X2  

Glyphosate* X8 X6  X14  X6  
Isoxaben POSSIBLE1   X19    

MCPA  X2 X6 X2  X6 X2 

MCPP (Mecoprop)* SUGGESTIVE12 X2  X3  X2 X14 

MSMA POSSIBLE18 X18  X18    
Pendimethalin* POSSIBLE1 X6  X3 X20 X16  
Pronamide PROBABLE21 

X10 
  X3, 6 X2, 6 X2  

Siduron      X15  
Triclopyr UNKNOWN17 X8  X6  X6 X8 
Trifluralin POSSIBLE1 X6  X2 PROBABLE13

X7 
X6  

Fungicides        
Chlorothalonil LIKELY4, X10 X8 X22 X2  X6  
Maneb PROBABLE21 

 X10 
X2 X15 X2 PROBABLE13

X7 
X2 X15 

PCNB (Quintozene) POSSIBLE1   X2  X15 X16 

Sulfur      X2  
Triadimefon POSSIBLE1 X10, 3 X2 X3 X20  X3 

Ziram SUGGESTIVE12 X2 X15 X16 SUSPECT13 
X7 

X2  

TOTAL 19 21 15 26 11 27 13 
 

X  = Adverse effect demonstrated. 
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Source: List of chemicals compiled by Beyond Pesticides from information provided by the General Accounting Office 1990 Report, 

“Lawn Care Pesticides: Risks Remain Uncertain While Prohibited Safety Claims Continue,” U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) National Pesticide Survey (1990), Farm Chemicals Handbook (1989), The National Home and Garden Pesticide 
Use Survey by Research Triangle Institute, NC (1992), multiple state reports, current EPA Environmental Impact Statements and 
Risk Assessments, and EPA national sales and usage data. 

 
^ Banned for residential use in 2001, still permitted for use on golf courses and for public mosquito control. 
* These pesticides are among the top 10 most heavily used pesticides in the home and garden sector, according to the latest sales and 
usage data available from EPA (2001). 
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